Look to the Lord and His strength; seek His face always.
Remember the wonders He has done, His miracles…
1 Chronicles 16: 11-12a
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Resolution: Dream | Ms. Manuela Katt

with Aldo Araujo & Noah Buenano

As the end of the year quickly approaches, thoughts typically turn toward making resolutions for
the new year. Planners and organizers are bought, lists to declutter and clean are made, perhaps
a gym membership is started. Trends have recently begun that narrow the resolution setting
task to choosing a single word.

If I chose one word for MCA as we look forward to 2022, it would be D R E A M.
In our recent year-end giving appeal two of our 9th graders shared
their hopes and dreams for their high school experience at MCA.
They desire academic rigor, sports, and opportunities for new
experiences. Admittedly, we are not yet a traditional high school,
nor is that something we truly hope for in the future. Our prayer is
to follow God’s lead in sculpting a program that honors Him,
prepares and challenges our students for a path beyond high
school (college, career, missions, etc.), and one that is inherently
innovative.
At MCA, our 9th graders participate in a variety of classes that challenge them at their level while
offering electives unique to their interests. Next semester, students will begin taking a foreign
language, something we’re excited to provide our high schoolers. Many will be transitioning to
geometry (a semester early), while all will begin the first elective of their choosing ranging from
Digital Media to Business Law. At the start of sophomore year, students will have the
opportunity to take honors and AP classes in addition to concurrent or dual enrollment college
credit classes. We are excited to see our students’ dreams continue to shape MCA’s high school
program.
When I started at MCA in 2013, I quickly recognized their drive for excellence in ways that
encouraged teachers to dream, work hard, try new methods, and listen to our students. For
example, when Common Core standards began replacing state standards, MCA took initiative to
evaluate the impact that potentially adopting Common Core standards would have on our
students and teaching methods. The result led to my experiment in teaching from the essential
standards of both sets rather than a textbook limited to one.
An initiative for STEM and humanities teachers to collaborate culminated in student debate
projects on STEM issues, highlighting another example of MCA’s drive to constantly improve.
One student debate topic focused on the merits of learning Algebra I before high school. The
spirited and thorough student arguments for early completion of Algebra 1 inspired me to create
a compacted pathway which allowed all our middle schoolers to take Algebra 1 their 8th grade
year.
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These ideas led to dreams that were encouraged and fully supported and we were excited to see
our students rise to meet each challenge. MCA consistently adapts to meet our students’ unique
needs sustaining our practice of innovation and excellence. My prayer is for continued dreaming
and innovation at every level of education offered at MCA by students and staff alike.
This school year we welcomed seven amazing new teachers, 50 new students, our first 9th grade
class, and much more! We continue to dream not only for the ‘22 - ‘23 school year (when we’ll
have a 9th and 10th grade class) but also for years to come, all while trusting the Lord for
strength, remembering His work and miracles thus far (1 Chronicles 16:11-12a).

Meet the Board | Rev. Joel Kady
Joel grew up in the Pacific Northwest, and met his wife
Caitlyn while working in Dubai. They have four kids who
love exploring Washington Heights and Inwood. They
moved to the city in 2015 to settle down long term, and for
Joel to join the inaugural class of Reformed Theological
Seminary's NYC campus. He has a background in business
analysis and research computing.
Joel currently works as a pastor for Redeemer Presbyterian
Church West Side, where he supports the church’s many
community groups, and contributes to several of the church’s other ministries. He’s grateful to
serve on the Board of MCA and to see the school’s kids, families, and neighborhood flourish!

Spiritual Emphasis Week
In less than a week, Matt Huffman and The Coastlands Team will be visiting MCA to lead a
spiritual emphasis week for our 6th-9th graders! The mission of the team, as shared by
Coastlands, is to be a mentoring-infused ministry to
Christian schools. They further share how, “In 1
Thessalonians 2:8, the apostle Paul wrote, "Because
we loved you so much, we were delighted to share
with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as
well." Similarly, Coastlands shares the gospel in the
context of relationships, rooted in our love for God
and for those we serve.”
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The Coastlands Team will lead special chapels each morning during the week of January 3-7.
This year’s theme is “Standing Firm: 2 Timothy”, and the key verse is 1 Corinthians 16:13: “Be
watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” There will also be “Coffee Can” (Q & A)
times throughout the week. In addition to chapels, the Coastlands Team will spend time getting
to know our students by visiting classes, eating lunch with them, playing at recess, and attending
after-school activities. Please pray for the hearts of our students to be receptive to the truth of
God’s Word and encouraged by fellow believers.
Check out the student promo video here!

MCA Student Leadership Team
During the past month, our newly-formed Student
Leadership Team has been meeting to brainstorm ideas
for school and community service and to begin
projects. For example, the team is working on a design
for our next MCA t-shirt fundraiser, which will include
original artwork by 8th graders, Carolina Lugo and
Lisenia Lasalle. Look for it in January! The team is also
using their writing abilities to encourage others and
promote important events. Most recently, they shared
with elementary students their best advice about
friendships and created flyers for Spiritual Emphasis
Week (January 3rd-7th). They plan to write letters to
the elderly in nursing homes and children in hospitals.
Recently, the team had the opportunity to experience an abbreviated version of a “Just Show Up”
book club with the dramatized script of “A Christmas Carol”. Here is one reaction from 8th
grader, Sarah Tirado: “I thought it was so cool!! I really love that I can enjoy that program and not
have to worry about getting homework or projects! I also liked reading “A Christmas Carol” because
it was a very interesting story; it expanded my imagination and shared a very good message! I feel
like we can learn a lot from Ebenezer Scrooge and learn to show forgiveness and appreciate
everything we have and not be grumpy about it! And to spend more time with the people you love,
even if a coincidence happened with that person that may have changed your perspective on that
person.”

NEWSLETTER | Dec 2021/Jan 2022

Christmas Program
The 2021 Christmas Program premiered on YouTube
December 24th. You can still view it on our YouTube
page! Our theme, David’s Dynasty, was all about a
family of shepherds discovering the meaning of being
part of God’s family - the “royal dynasty” - from which
would come a King for God’s people. As they live their
lives in “boring Bethlehem”, they become part of the
story unfolding on the night Jesus was born.
The program was filled with laughter and joy as our characters told the wonderful story of Jesus!
This year’s program featured fifth grade leading a percussion ensemble, sixth grade on the
ukuleles, and middle school leading a medley of Christmas carols. Our 9th graders
complemented the middle school carols with lessons read from scripture centering on the four
themes of Advent: hope, peace, love and joy. The night ended with a spirited rendition of Joy to
the World sung by the entire school and audience. Enjoy!

Operation Christmas Child
National Collection week was November 15th-22nd and MCA
students at all grade levels decorated their boxes during art
class and prepared their gifts for packing. This special
service-learning project resulted in almost 200 boxes being
donated! MCA staff even spent one afternoon listening to
Christmas music and checking the boxes before shipping.
Great job staff and students!

Basketball, FaithLeaders, Math
Olympics, Creative Writing, & more!
Sports are back! We are blessed to kick off the sports seasons again with Boy’s and Girl’s
basketball, as well as the Faithleaders Cheer Team. Our athletes are learning so many valuable
life skills like hard work, teamwork, goal setting, self-discipline, perseverance, and
sportsmanship.
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Our prayer is that our athletes would experience the many benefits of physical fitness and being
a part of a team yet know the truth of 1 Timothy 4:8: “while bodily training is of some value,
godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to
come”. We teach our athletes to demonstrate a Christ-like attitude toward opponents, coaches,
referees alike and to be humble in triumph and gracious in defeat.
We are also excited to begin preparing for the Association of Christian Schools
International (ACSI) events. We are grateful for our partnership with ACSI and for
their continued support in promoting Christian education. This year, our students
will participate in three events: Math Olympics, Creative Writing, and the Art
Festival. These events will take place in February and March and are a wonderful
opportunity for MCA students to use and develop their God-given talents.

Update: Sponsor Christian Education
After four months sharing our “Sponsor a Year (or
day, week, month) of Christian education at
Manhattan Christian Academy” fundraiser, we’ve
raised $80,413 with 32 donations and have reached
13% of our goal!

Please consider a year-end gift and share our fundraiser
with your family, friends, neighbors, and church.

To date, we’ve raised
1,608 days, 321 weeks,
94 months, 37 quarters,
18 semesters, and 9 years
for a single student &
about 64 days, 12 weeks,
3 months, and 1 quarter
for a whole class!!!
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Prayer Requests
❏ Health and safety in continued COVID pandemic
❏ Spiritual Emphasis Week
❏ Fundraising / finances
❏ Safe start to student sports and clubs
❏ Planning and growth of MCA High School
❏ Development and implementation of a Christian
worldview in our school culture
❏ Growth of Christian education and homeschooling
opportunities
❏ MCA parents and families
❏ Weekly Chapels and our study of our Statement of Faith
❏ Middle /High School Leadership and Discipleship
❏ Training, growth and development for MCA Board
❏ Manhattan Bible Church

Follow Us:
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